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Austria & Switzerland Tour  
Sunday 12th July – Thursday 23rd July 2026 

Welcome to the White Rose ‘Austria & Switzerland’ Tour, we hope you enjoy your holiday.  If you have not been with us before, please take a few minutes to read this Information Pack, as it will help to explain how to get the best out of your tour, what to expect and what we expect of you.  
With your receipt you will have been sent a White Rose motorcycle sticker, we would ask that you fix this to your bike/luggage for the duration of the tour – this will help identify yourself to fellow riders and your escort.

As with all our escorted tours, we supply all the relevant information you will need to reach your destination, including hotel locations, and proposed route.  The route is not compulsory but does mean that if you breakdown or get lost, you are more likely to see other members of the tour who can help.  Routes are designed to be a compromise between making progress, admiring the scenery and enjoying some great biking roads. We suggest you read the itinerary in conjunction with the route sheets as there can be optional routes on certain days.

If you intend to follow the proposed route, please read through the route directions and put them in a format to suit you, as everyone has their preferred way of doing things. If you reset your trip every day you will find the directions pretty accurate. If taking an alternative route, please advise your escort before departure all we ask is that you arrive at the hotel in time to check-in, get changed and have your evening meal (normally around 7 - 7.30pm). 

If you do wish to ride with the escorts, you are welcome to do so, but should be aware that riding in a large group is very slow (allowing for fuel stops, coffee breaks, toll booths, etc. an average of 45mph is normal), so as indicated you will make better progress if you split-up and ride with friends or riders of a similar style.  Even riding with the escort, it is your responsibility to have maps, and route notes out and know where you are always. You should also be sure to read the enclosed notes on ‘Group Riding’.  You should always follow the group and not your own satnav. 

Once at the location, please feel free to do as much or little as you wish - after all, this is your holiday.  Your escort will be able to advise you on routes and local attractions.  Any ride-outs will be guided and will use the ‘drop-off’ system as detailed in the ‘Group Riding’ document.

The accommodation we use on our tours are unless indicated otherwise of 3 star qualities or higher, and whilst hotels in Europe are generally very biker-friendly, we like to make a good impression, so would ask that you dress smart but casual, with no sleeveless T shirts, football style shorts or tracksuit bottoms in the dining room, gentleman, please.  Please note that although we reserve the room type you have requested, it is quite common for Double rooms to have twin beds. To avoid lengthy descriptions of the hotels facilities which can be considerable, we have included their website addresses so that you can read everything first hand. 

This Tour Pack should contain all the information you need, but if there is anything you are not sure about, or you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.  If you have not already done so, we would ask you to fill-in and return the fully completed Personal Details Form to our office ASAP. 



Sunday 12th July  		Home – Hull
Today, those taking the Northern Departure should make your way to the P&O ferry terminal at Hull, where you will board the overnight ferry to Europoort, Holland. We suggest you refuel before boarding, as there are obvious fuel stations entering Hull, you will need to fuel on A63 a few miles out or at the Shell or BP garage local to the port.  Check-in starts at 1500 hrs, last check–in is 1900 hrs, and the boat sails at 2030hrs.  Everyone has their own individual reservation number, so if stopped and asked if you are in a group say no and proceed to check-in where you should quote the reservation number we have given you, to receive your tickets and cabin allocation. 

Difficulties can sometimes occur when two people sharing a cabin arrive separately. Over the years we have talked to P&O to try preventing this, but to no avail. So, if sharing a cabin please arrive at 1530hrs and locate one another before the check-in gate, and check-in together. 

Once on board you will need to get your cabin key from the relevant collection point.  P&O no longer consider it their responsibility to secure your bike, leaving you to do it yourself. They do supply a fastening, (rope or strap) but you may wish to take your own ratchet strap. I usually put the bike on the side stand, in 1st gear, and then pass the ratchet strap over the seat, making sure the ratchet is at the side stand side.

We hope to see you on the dockside but if not, I suggest you pay a visit to the “Sky Lounge bar” - DECK 12 between 1800-1900 hrs where you can meet your fellow riders and escorts, we can also answer any questions you may have.  

Your package does not include any meals on the ferry, however there is a choice of restaurants – the most popular being ‘The Kitchen’, which is in the form of a help-yourself buffet.  If you would like something less substantial, soup, sandwiches, pizza etc. are available from the coffee shop. There are several bars and an evening cabaret, but please do remember you are riding the next day, and it’s not unknown for the police to breathalyse motorists on arrival.  Don’t forget to put your watch forward 1 hour to European time.

Monday 13th July                                 Calais – Saarbrucken (326 miles)   Rotterdam – Saarbrucken (295 miles) 
Unless you have arranged differently, those who have chosen the Southern crossing should arrive at the Folkestone Eurotunnel terminal no later than 0636hrs for a 0736hrs departure. (Arrive 0911hrs French time).  Please see the sheet in your tour pack for your reservation numbers. Please be aware for the EU Entry/Exit System (EES) in place in Folkestone, biometrics will be taken at the border before leaving UK, allow some time for you to be processed (once completed this is valid for 3 years).

If you arrive early, you may be given the option to travel on an earlier train. If you wish to do so, please go ahead, but if you wish to travel with other members of the tour, we suggest you choose the reserved time and enter the terminal parking area until called. You should be able to identify your travelling companions via bike type, registrations and White Rose sticker. We also suggest you refuel before departure, there is a station at the French side of the tunnel, but the exit can send you out the wrong way.  

Those going via Rotterdam will have time for breakfast before the ferry docks at approx. 0800hrs. This year the EU Entry/Exit System (EES) biometric registering is enforce, this can cause delays of up to 2 hours depending on how busy the ferry is so feel free once you’ve gone through passport control to make your own way to the first hotel unless you wish to travel with the group. If you wish to travel with your guide, please wait on the right after the passport control near the exit of the port. 
If you are making your own way, please let the guide know whilst on the ferry then he is not waiting for you. 

Whichever route you take, once at the hotel the group will be complete, and there will be time for drinks and introductions before we sit down to our evening meal around 1900 hrs. 

This 3-star hotel is situated just over the German Border on the outskirts of Saarbrucken and conveniently placed for our onward journey. Facilities include a bar area, sun terrace and outside swimming pool.
3-star hotel, Dinner, B&B. 

Sunday Hotel Saabrucken Sud ***
Zinzinger Stasse 9
66117 Saarbrucken
Tel: + 49 (0) 681 5863 0
https://www.booking.com/hotel/de/novotelsaarbruecken.en-gb.html

Tuesday 14th July                                    Saarbrucken to Colmar  (200 miles)
We start our day by heading south into France through the heavily forested hills of the northern Vosges regional nature park, this scenic route is peppered with small chocolate box villages then continues down into the Vosges Mountains. Once in the Vosges mountains we pick up the ‘Route des Cretes’ and head to our overnight stay in the scenic town of Colmar. We arrive in time to venture into town for our evening meal. The local town centre is known as ‘Little Venice’, it is very picturesque and there is plenty of restaurants and bars to choose from. The parking for the hotel is a garage located round the side of the hotel. We will have allocated spaces which are numbered, we will be told upon check in what they are. Please do not park in spaces we haven’t been allocated.  4-star hotel, B&B.

Hotel Turenne ****
10 Route De Bale
6800 Colmar
https://www.turenne.com/en/

Wednesday 15th July           		   Colmar to Kaunertal (231 miles)
Although the route will initially use Swiss motorways, these are soon left behind as we pass the famous ski resorts of Klosters and Davos and onto our first mountain pass of the tour, the Fluelpass. Having successfully crossed that, we enjoy some great roads as we follow the valley bottom to enter Austria. 

In order to travel on Swiss motorways, it will be necessary to buy a ‘Vignette’ - these are valid for one year January to January and will cost you 40 Swiss francs (about £37 depending upon exchange rate).  They can be bought at the border, or online before you depart at vignetteswitzerland.com.  These will come in useful as we will also use the Swiss motorways on our return journey.

The hotel for our stay in Austria will be:
Hotel Weisseespitze ****
A-6524 Kaunertal 
Platz30
Tirol 
Tel: +43 (0) 5475 316
www.weisseespitze.com

This 4-star hotel is situated in the beautiful Kaunertal valley, just south of Landeck, and must be one of the best hotels for bikers in Europe.  Owned and run by the Hafele family, the hotel offers not only luxurious accommodation for the riders, but ensures your bike is well looked after, with inside bike parking, a fully equipped workshop, tyre inflator and power-wash.  If you want to try something different, you can hire a BMW bike for the day, or even a Mercedes sports car.
The bikes safely garaged, time to explore the hotel which has lovely public rooms, including what is one of the largest bars in the Tyrol.  All bedrooms are en-suite, with the usual 4-star facilities.  The hotel has its own ‘Wellness Centre’ consisting of a swimming pool, sauna, steam bath and fitness suite, so you may want to bring your swimming gear.

Breakfast and evening meals are taken in the spacious dining room and are included in your package.  After the first night, you will have a choice for your evening meal by filling in the appropriate slip on your table.
4-star hotel, Dinner, B&B for duration of stay at this hotel.


Thursday 16th – Friday 17th July                            ( free days) 
For the next two days, you are free to spend your time as you wish.  The hotel is a little remote but ideally suited for exploring this wonderful part of the world with its spectacular Mountain Passes and lakeside roads offering tremendous riding and stunning views.  The hotel can supply a ‘Road book’ which contains over 20 different suggested routes or ask your guide who will be able to offer advice on the area.   Should we have a ride-out, you will be guided using the “drop-off “system as detailed in the “Group riding” document.

Should the weather not be kind, the city of Innsbruck is not far away, where there are numerous historic buildings to visit, or, alternatively, the world-famous Swarovski Crystal World.  You may, instead, prefer a gentle ride through the immaculate Austrian pastures to Fussen in Bavaria. Here you will see the Schloss Neushwanstein, an archetypal fairy-tale castle that has provided inspiration for countless storybooks and one Disneyland castle.  However, there is a wealth of information at the hotel, so there should be plenty for you to see and do. 

Saturday 18th July                	        Kaunteral to Grindlewald (241 miles)
Time to leave Austria behind, but the holiday is far from over, as we head westwards for a marvellous day’s ride over the Swiss Passes to the popular village of Grindelwald. Our route today is quite demanding, but also very rewarding, as it takes us over some of finest Swiss passes you are ever likely to ride.     

Our hotel for the next three nights will be:
Best Western Hotel Derby ***
3818 Grindelwald
Tel : +41 (0) 33 854 54 61
www.derby-grindelwald.ch

This 3-star hotel, owned and run by the Markle family, offers a good base for our time in the popular tourist town of Grindelwald.  All rooms are en-suite with minibar, radio, safe, TV and hairdryer.  Our stay includes all buffet breakfasts, and the first night’s evening meal, thereafter we leave you to make your own arrangements.    However, the centre of the village, with its numerous restaurants, is just minutes away.  This hotel also has a ‘Wellness Centre’ with sauna and solarium and offers free access to the nearby Olympic-sized swimming pool.  Suitably relaxed, you can enjoy a drink in the hotel’s bar or take the lift to the fourth-floor lounge to admire the magnificent view of the Eiger. We usually arrange undercover parking by the main entrance to the hotel, which involves riding along the railway station platform! 3-star hotel, Dinner, B&B

Sunday 19th – Monday 20th July                        (free days)
Grindelwald, known as the “Glacier Village” lies some 1050m high under the shadow of a trio of mountains - the Monch, Schrekhorn and Eiger.   There are lots to see and do around this popular mountain village and our hotel is conveniently situated next to the railway station, which is a departure point for excursions to Interlaken, Kleine Scheidegg and the famous Jungfraujoch. The railway up the Jungfraujoch is very expensive – but if the weather is clear is one of those things you should do at least once in your life.  If you fancy a ride-out, have a word with your escort, who will be able to recommend local routes. Note, the local currency is Swiss Francs, it is worth taking a few with you, however euros and credit cards seem to be accepted everywhere. 3-star hotel, B&B

Tuesday 21st July		       Grindelwald to Troyes (314 miles)
Today is quite a long day, with a mixture of everything from mountain roads to Motorways.  On leaving Grindelwald, we briefly pickup motorway 11 before striking westwards through the Simmental mountains and into Freiburger area. Having crossed the Jaunpass, we rejoin the motorway to bypass Lausanne and enter France. 
From here, our route takes over the smaller Jura Mountains to Dijon.  Here you have a choice of staying on the motorway or enjoying some really bike friendly French provincial N roads. An evening meal (set menu) is again included in your package. 4-star hotel, Dinner, B&B.

Best Western Golf De La Foret d’Orient ****
Route de Geraudot
Rouilly
Sacey
10220 Piney 
Tel: +33 3 25 43 80 80 

Wednesday 22nd July 		Troyes – Calais/Rotterdam (250-344 miles)
Today, we say goodbye to our fellow riders as we leave for the ferry port of our choice.  Those using the Southern crossing (250 miles) will be at Calais in time for an afternoon crossing, (departs 1536 hrs, check in 1 hr prior) whilst those on the Northern crossing (344/356 miles) head for Rotterdam and their overnight ferry. The ferry normally starts boarding at 1600hrs and sails at 2030 hrs.

Thursday 23rd July  
The ferry docks at 0730 hrs, giving us time to have breakfast and bid farewell to our fellow riders before making our way home. 

We hope you enjoy your tour. If you encounter any issues at any point, please let your guide or a member of the hotel team know, and we’ll do everything we can to put things right.
We’re always looking for ways to improve, so if you have any feedback or suggestions, we’d be delighted to hear from you.

We look forward to riding with you.
Chris & Sharan

WHITE ROSE TOUR GUIDE +447493834605
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